
Wood Plank Photo Print: 
https://farmlandlove.wordpress.com/ 

Supplies: 

Wood Planks 

Wood Glue 

Support boards (I used 1x2 boards I had laying around) 

Gel Medium 

Modge Podge/ decoupage glue - optional 

Bar Clamps 

Photo print – use standard paper not photo paper 

 

 

Step 1: Line up planks as desired. Then put a bead of glue in the grooves between each plank, and 

put them back as desired. Then clamp to hold in place for drying.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 2: Once glue is dry (the bottle will tell you how long it takes to set”, flip so the back side is up 

(choose which side will give the best result for your picture – try to choose the side with the cleanest 

surface- see step 3). Nail each precut support board approximately 3 inches in from the edges. The 

length will depend on the size of the board you choose to create.  
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Step 3: Flip the board so it is face up. If there is any glue spots, try to sand them off, the ink doesn’t 

transfer to dried glue.  

 

Step 4: Coat with “Gel Medium”, it’s really called exactly that. I went into Joanne’s looking for this 

and really wasn’t sure what to expect. Put a good coat on, think of paper mache, too much and the 

paper will get all nasty and tear, not enough, and the ink won’t transfer.  

  

Step 5: Put the print ink side down onto the boards, and smooth out wrinkles.  



 

Step 6: Let dry overnight. If you’re in a hurry, you can wait just as long as it takes for the paper to be 

completely dry, but it’s similar to putting on a temporary tattoo, so if it’s not dry it will peal up.  

Step 7: Using a wet wash rag, scrub the paper off. I suggest getting a bowl, or small bucket of warm 

water, and have it sitting there to rinse the rag as you work. Another trick is to get the paper a bit extra 

wet like you would when putting on a temporary tattoo, and then try scrubbing. It seems to help pull 

the paper off better.  

Step 8: Once you believe you have all the paper off, let it dry, and re-evaluate. I had to go back a 

few times as paper would become noticeable again once it dried. The sky and light areas were the 

hardest for me.  

 

Step 9: Optional - Once you are sure you have all the paper wiped off, coat with modge podge/ 

decoupage glue (read lesson learned #3).  

 

Lesson’s learned: 

1.  Ink won’t transfer onto wood glue 



2. Pencil will be seen through the picture – not sure how I didn’t notice it before moving forward and 

putting the gel on 

3. If you don’t get all the paper off, and then you coat it with modge podge, it will seal the picture, make 

the white paper EXTREMELY obvious, and you won’t even be able to sand that crap off.  – start over 

4. If you want an exact image as you see when you took it, don’t forget to flip the image, otherwise it 

will be a mirror image 

5. When using the planks, keep in mind that there will be lines / gaps in your picture – placement may 

look funny depending on the print. You may not want lines / gaps through your loved ones face.  
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